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Cloze exercises

Overview: Students watch a short video clip and assess their listening skills.

Instructions: Students watch a short video clip twice. During the first round, students watch and listen without a script or taking notes. In the second round, students watch the clip with a script that has several words and phrases deleted. Students have to write in the missing words and phrases.

Some sample videos and scripts are provided below.

Video on Synesthesia (from Science Channel documentary): http://science.discovery.com/video-topics/brain-intelligence/when-senses-collide-clips-synesthesia-origins.htm
Original script

Narrator: For decades synesthesia baffled scientists. In fact, few believed it was real. First studied in the late  19th Century, little progress was made for nearly 100 years. By the 1960s few researchers were still studying this condition. Some blamed hallucinogenic drugs. But most thought it was just an overactive imagination. In the end, no one could solve the mystery. So synesthesia was placed in the same scientific category as séances and UFOs. But at the University of California San Diego, Professor VS Ramachandran became convinced that there was more to this phenomenon. He is one of the world’s leading brain researchers and he has devised an experiment to test whether or not synesthesia is real. 

Fill-in script
Narrator: For decades synesthesia ​​​​​​​​​____________ scientists. In fact, few believed it was real. First studied in the ________   __________ Century, little progress was made for nearly 100 years. By the __________ few researchers were still studying this condition. Some _____________ hallucinogenic drugs. But most thought it was just an ___________ imagination. In the end, no one could _________ the mystery. So synesthesia was placed in the same ___________   __________as séances and UFOs. But at the University of California San Diego, Professor VS Ramachandran became __________ that there was more to this___________. He is one of the world’s leading ________ researchers and he has ___________ an experiment to test whether or not synesthesia is real. 

Career and personality video, ABC news: http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=7343337
Original script:
So let’s face it. Finding a job is pretty tough these days. Right now there are more than six million people receiving unemployment insurance. So how do you find the job that’s best suited to you? Is it money, enjoyment, or flexibility that you should focus on? How about finding the job that best fits your personality? That’s right. My next guest Dr Laurence Shatkin is the author of the book 50 Best Jobs for Your Personality. He’s here today to share some of those tips with us. Doctor, thanks for joining us today.
Fill-in script

So let’s face it. Finding a job is pretty tough these days. Right now there are more than six million people receiving unemployment insurance. So how do you find the job that’s best suited to you? Is it money, enjoyment, or flexibility that you should focus on? How about finding the job that best fits your personality? That’s right. My next guest Dr Laurence Shatkin is the author of the book 50 Best Jobs for Your Personality. He’s here today to share some of those tips with us. Doctor, thanks for joining us today.
Video: AmEx CEO: Plan for the worst http://money.cnn.com/video/fortune/2008/12/04/fortune.500.amex.forecast.fortune
Original script

INTERVIEWER: You must have a forecast or at least a way of thinking about how this is all going to play out. We’re in recession. How long’s it going to last? How bad’s it going to be?

CHENAULT: Good. Uh, obviously, I gotta be careful about forecasts. Uh, but, but let me simply say that uh uh we think that uh this is going to continue to be a challenging environment uh certainly through 2009 uh as we look at it. And I think the important point is uh whether I’m right or wrong uh I think what is incumbent upon any CEO is to plan through a range of scenarios. And in fact be very flexible in the approach. So if it’s longer than 2009, if it goes into uh 2010, uh you have to be ready.

Fill-in script
INTERVIEWER: You must have a forecast or at least a way of thinking about how this is all going to play out. We’re in recession. How long’s it going to last? How bad’s it going to be?
CHENAULT: Good. Uh, obviously, I gotta be careful about forecasts. Uh, but, but let me simply say that uh uh we think that uh this is going to continue to be a challenging environment uh certainly through 2009 uh as we look at it. And I think the important point is uh whether I’m right or wrong uh I think what is incumbent upon any CEO is to plan through a range of scenarios. And in fact be very flexible in the approach. So if it’s longer than 2009, if it goes into uh 2010, uh you have to be ready.
